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INTRODUCTION 

The superficial muscles of mastication are symmetrical tissues which are pivotal to jaw movement, 
and are responsible for the purposes of everyday functions such as chewing and talking. The aim of 
this dissection was to demonstrate these muscles for use in medical teaching.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

METHODS 

Over several weeks the head was carefully dissected using a variety of scalpel blades, forceps, and 
scissors. Excess tissue was completely scraped from the cranial and facial bones with all fatty tissue 
removed from the specimen.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSSION 

A detailed prosection of the masseter and temporalis muscles has been demonstrated. The largely 
resected parotid gland has been fixed in its original position with duct intact. The facial artery has 
also been preserved. Advice for students undertaking a similar dissection includes careful planning 
of how the final prosection should appear prior to the first incision and paying great attention to 
detail. 
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